
 

 

Thoughts from your Executive Director: 

Hello Children of God, 

“How great is the love the Father has 
lavished on us that we should be 
called Children of God! And that is 
what we are” (1 John 3:1a,NIV)!  The 
truth is that we don't get to deserve 
that title and we certainly don't earn 
that title; the truth is we receive that 
title when Jesus Christ becomes 
Savior and Lord of our life.  And so 
the truth of this ministry at 
Henderson Settlement is that 
everything should come to the 
conclusion that Jesus Christ can be 
and should be our Savior and Lord. We want the truth not for our own 
righteousness’, we want the truth so that the righteousness of God is 
known by every man woman and child we meet.  What a wonderful gift to 
be called His! 

For me to try to summarize what last year meant would be to say that 
when everything came against us, God and His People came for us. I believe 
that true freedom comes when we allow God to be God so that we can be 
who He made us!  Last year showed who we belonged too!  Last year 
almost all of our ministries struggled financially and the economy was 
challenging for all of us.  The giving for the year was way down and our 
camp numbers were not quite what we had hoped for.  And yet…  God was 
faithful to call so many of you to bring us to a place that we were able to 
fulfill the Truth in His Word!  Our financial needs were met by so many 
giving hearts and much physical, emotional, and spiritual help was offered 
to our community and our staff.  And I pray hopefully to you as well.   

We have a lot of questions going into this year as we try to do the will of 
God here at Henderson Settlement and represent Christ in a true reflection. 
This year we know that in order for this to be a good year, we have to be in 
the truth while finding all the answers that we need.  In John 14:6 Jesus 
answered, “I am the way and the Truth and the life. No one comes to the 
father except through me”.  I pray with all of my heart that everyone we 
meet will know the truth and the truth will set them free.  Remember: We 
love You, we need You, and we are praying for You!  Give us a Holler! 

Your Brother in Christ, John  



We are looking forward to our Work Camp season this year. Last year 

participation was up but still much lower than we are accustomed to 

pre COVID. While this year is trending a little better than 2022 we still 

have plenty of space and opportunities for youth groups, adult 

groups, college groups, and multigenerational groups for spring 

summer and fall. It sounds like a broken record by now but we need 

groups to participate in multiple ways. Project needs are growing in 

the community and on campus and 

our best opportunity to meet those 

needs are through work teams that 

stay a week or partial week. Please 

consider bringing a team regardless of 

size or reach out to those who may be 

interested in bringing a team. If 

anyone is unsure where to start or 

needs guidance then we are more than happy to walk anyone 

through the process. Just reach out to us by phone or email. 

Currently we are deep into preparation for the 2023 community 

projects list and campus repair/building list. We hope to have those 

posted on our web page by the end of the month. Harry, our Projects 

Coordinator, spends a great amount of time doing home visits and 

assessing the costs and needs of those who apply for assistance. He 

then passes those off to Jessica and myself to enter into the database 

for adoption. Once those are posted you can choose a project you 

wish to do and we will reserve/hold that for you until you group 

arrives. There will be a large variety of projects available ranging from 

low skill to needing a skilled leader to be involved. Or you can just 

choose to not do a specific job and we will use your talents where 

you are comfortable and matches an area of need we have. 

Regardless of age or abilities, if you wish to serve, then we have 

something for you.  

Work Camp 2023 



We are also excited to be building our 40th home this year. A 

recipient has been chosen and we are getting things coordinated with 

the family to begin that build in May for two weeks, then July for two 

weeks and finish it for two weeks in August. This is also an 

opportunity for individuals or groups to possibly be involved in one or 

more of those build weeks. If you are interested in more information 

about the home build and how to participate, then reach out to Jerry 

or Jessica in the work camp office and they can cover all the 

questions you may have. Additionally, if 

you wish to financially support the 

community home build in any way we can 

give you direction on how to do that.  

Work Camp is not just a home repair 

program. It’s much more than that. It’s a 

true difference maker in the lives of those 

who have little to no hope of improving or 

repairing the homes they live in. You are 

someone’s hope! Whether that is at Henderson Settlement or 

another deserving ministry. Share that hope through Christ with 

someone. We would love to help you do that at Henderson 

Settlement. 

God Sightings 

I had three different individuals tell me to go and take care of my-
self.  Had I not listened to any one of them, I may not be here to-
day. You see I was about to have a heart attack and three times 
someone cared enough to tell me that I better do something 
about it before it happens. Thank God I listened and I got to the 
hospital before I had the heart attack!  Who's trying to talk to 
you... Who is trying to help you… will you listen?    love you all and 
can't wait to see you!  John  



Theresa has worked at Henderson 
Settlement for 13 years. She started at the 
Settlement in our Community Outreach 
Department working with the youth, and 
after leaving for several years she came 
back as our Thrift Store/Craft Shop 
Supervisor in 2012. Her role at the thrift 
store includes managing our in-kind 
donations to offer good quality clothing 
and furniture at a reduced cost for our 
locals. She identifies local crafters who will put items in our craft shop 
which gives them the opportunity to generate an income that they 
otherwise may not have.  Many of you have already had the 
opportunity to meet her while volunteering in the thrift store and 
know she has a positive and outgoing attitude. Theresa is always 
willing to help and she has a big heart for the people in our area which 
makes her a blessing to this ministry.   

Theresa’s family is from the community, but she was born in Chicago, 
IL and came to the area when she was 9. While growing up she 
attended the youth programs at Henderson Settlement and was 
always at the local park and pool.  She is now married and has 4 
children, 12 grandchildren.  

Theresa’s favorite part of working at Henderson Settlement is being 
able to give back to her community and meeting and making friends 
with our volunteers. She is looking forward to the upcoming Work 
Camp season to see all your familiar faces and hopefully new ones 
too.   

Staff Spotlight 

We want to introduce our newest member 
of the Outreach staff, Sharon Hatfield. Sha-
ron will be employed through the Senior 
Community Employment Program, a pro-
gram design to help unemployed, low-
income persons 55 years or older.  She and a 
couple of the University of Louisville’s Trager 



Hello! My name is Beth Tickner and I am 
an Ambassador for Henderson 
Settlement. I first came to Henderson in 
1981 as a houseparent in the 
Settlement’s adolescent foster care 
program, which I did for nine months, 
then became the counselor for the 
program and earned a Master’s in 
Counseling at Lincoln Memorial 
University in Harrogate, TN in 1986.  

I left the Settlement in 1988 to go to 
seminary at St. Paul School of Theology in Kansas City, Missouri and was 
ordained as an Elder in 1993 in the former Southern Illinois Conference and 
retired from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  

When I left the Settlement, I prayed that God would one day bring me back 
and in the summer of 2021, I came back as a volunteer for two months and 
stayed for two and a half. I was offered the job of Ambassador. I went back 
to Illinois to pack up and return to the Settlement as a long-term volunteer.  

I do whatever I can to help at the Settlement and also go out to speak in 
churches, telling the story of Henderson Settlement. If you would like to set 
up arrangements for me to speak at your church or group, please contact me 
at (606) 337-3613 ext.326 or ambassador@hsumc.org   Beth Tickner 

 

Calling all Ambassadors 

Institute interns will be working within the Senior Care program to 
deliver meals and home visitation to seniors in our community.  
Home visits allow the home visitors to evaluate possible problems in 
the living environment, assess their physical and mental health 
status, and provide support and companionship.  We feel that 
participation in our meal and visitation programs contributes to the 
health and independence of older adults in our community.   

mailto:ambassador@hsumc.org


Facilities & Agriculture 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus! 
Many exciting things are progressing very 
well this year on campus and they are 
highlighted on our Campus Progress.  I 
would like to share with you some of the 
other ongoing projects around the 
campus.  
*Log Cabin - With help from several 
people we are collecting lumber and 
looking for volunteers to help with 
deconstruction and cataloging.  If you 
have the heart for this kind of endeavor 
please contact us.  
*New RV Expansion – Thanks to some of you, we added another five spots for 

those of you that prefer to stay in your camper.  We are working to finishing 

these extra spots that are not only for work campers, but for anybody that 

would like to pay us a visit and enjoy this beautiful place.  Please consider 

staying here and please consider letting others know about us!   

*Preventative Maintenance and Upgrades - We recently have been working 

at the brick house to make your stay more comfortable and we have been 

replacing lighting around campus to be more economical. We are always 

looking for ways to be more efficient and would so appreciate any help in this 

regard.  Keeping our vehicles and equipment safe and reliable is a big deal so if 

you want to volunteer with small engines or big engines let me know.   

The list is long with our infrastructure but we are always grateful for people 

like you that support the needs of this ministry and this community by 

recognizing the effort and expense of keeping the ministry running.  I want to 

thank each and every one of you for your continual support in our missions 

work at Henderson Settlement. We look forward to seeing you again soon and 

please contact us if you want to discuss any of these possibilities.   

A new season at the Greenhouse  

“You will always harvest what you plant.”- Galatians 6:7 

Hi! I’m Hagon, I’m the new Greenhouse Manager and Grow Appalachia 

Coordinator here at the Settlement. Many of you have probably met me  



As many of you know last year was a 

very challenging year for the farm, 

between losses of some of our herd and 

struggling to find materials, our income 

did not meet our cost. Needless to say, 

we are praying for ways to increase the 

herd size without a huge expense. With 

your help the next part we will be 

working on will be at the main campus.  

We have about 6,000 feet of fencing and 

one more livestock watering box to 

install at the old Air Strip. Once this is 

complete we will need to purchase 

fertilizer for the soil so we can continue our plan to do more rotational grazing.  

Some of the other things that we are currently doing is re-seeding some of our 

pastures and creating better roadways on the farm.  We are also excited to be 

partnering with the Natural Resources Conservation and the State and National 

Forestry Divisions so that we are better stewards of all of Henderson Settlement.   

I want to personally thank all of you that have donated time and funds to help us 

get to where we are now on the farm.  I hope you all consider partnering with the 

farm ministry this year to make God’s vision come true.   

 

In Christs Love,  Christopher D Rife, Farm Director  

or read about me in the newsletter, I 

served as an AmeriCorps VISTA at  the 

greenhouse and acted as an intern prior to 

taking over as Greenhouse Manager. We 

have a lot of new plans for the greenhouse 

and a lot of old plans to finish carrying out. 

I’m working hard planting seeds for the 

spring and growing produce. I’m excited to 

meet and build relationships with our 

volunteers, new gardeners and members of 

the community. If you have questions about the greenhouse or Grow 

Appalachia, you can reach me at greenhouse@hsumc.org or 606-337-3613 

Ext. 325  

News from the Farm 

mailto:greenhouse@hsumc.org


Upcoming: 

Party with the Easter Bunny! 

Henderson Settlement will host an Easter Celebration for all  
community children ages 12 and under.  The celebration will  

include reading the Easter Story, Easter baskets for each child, a bag of 
goodies to take home, and an Egg Hunt with the Easter Bunny himself. 

 
If you have an email address on file with us, you will only receive 

Henderson Hollers electronically. If you would prefer to still 

continue to receive a paper copy, or if you currently receive a paper 

copy and would like to receive it electronically, please reach out to 

Brittaney Patterson (606) 337-3613 ext.321.   

Administrative Update 

Outreach Update 



Campus Progress 

New Administration Building 

(former clinic) Renovation: 

The holidays slowed us down in the 

progress of the renovation but we 

have begun the work again. The 

HVAC installation was completed 

during our winter shut down and 

currently we are finalizing the mud, 

taping and sanding of the drywall. 

We expect that will be complete by 

the end of February. After that, we 

will move into painting, door installation, electrical finish, floor 

covering, and the trim for doors, windows, and floors. While we 

have some volunteers lined up to help with the painting ,we can use 

experienced volunteers in the other areas as well. Any funding to 

help pay for those expenses are always helpful and needed. It is our 

hope that we can begin occupying that space sometime this year. 

Stillwater House: 

Last fall we were given a 30X30 new 

house frame that we assembled on 

site here at the Settlement. We are 

so thankful for that gift and are 

excited about the opportunity to 

provide additional private housing 

for work teams, volunteers and even 

overnight rentals for guests if 

available. We do have a lot yet to do 

before that is an option however. We 

hope that through Work Camp we 

can complete most if not all of those this year. Our next phase is to 

install windows and vinyl siding to the exterior. We also will have  



Community Park: 

Our vision for renovating the Frakes Community Park is moving right 
along. The basketball court was completed late summer, and during 
the fall and some warmer days this winter we have enjoyed watching 
all the local kids come out and play. Most evenings we can look down 
and see 20 or so of our local kids out playing. In addition to finishing 
up the new court, we were able to get some of our new playground 
equipment up and ready in late fall. All of our trash receptacles are in 
place, and we have benches and flag poles to be set. We plan to fund 
some smaller playground pieces and adult exercise stations before 
moving on to the next phase. We aim to finish all the landscaping, 
grounds, and covered shelter with the next few steps. Future dreams 
are installing and completing a splash pad, creating restrooms, and 
resurfacing the existing walking trail. We want to invest in our 
community's health and well-being by encouraging more physical 
activity and providing a safe place to play. We want to see children, 
teens, seniors, families…everyone enjoying what you have made 
possible. 

the wiring and plumbing to do so the insulation and drywall can be 

started. All parts of the build will be listed as an adoptable project/

s on the 2023 campus projects list. Our goal is to expand this 

house to a 30X60 in the near future enabling us to replace an 

older facility or two that are getting beyond  reasonable upkeep. If 

you are interested in how you can help us in this project or any 

other we have, please contact the Work Camp office at 606-337-

3613 extension 314 or email us at workcamp@hsumc.org.  



Hebrews 10:23-24 says: “Let us hold unswervingly to the 

hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let 

us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 

and good deeds.” 

As we think about how we have left last year and are already into this 

year, it is only fitting that we pause long enough to give great cheer. 

We praise God for wanting us to participate in the Good News!  The 

prayer, the hope, the excitement is real that every man, woman and 

child is better than when we first met them!   Can you help us? Please 

pray for God to instruct all of us and use all of us in a wonderful way! 

Love, 

Your Henderson Settlement Staff  

**P.S. let us know how we can help you help others! 

 


