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ABOUT US 

 

    In February 1925, Reverend Hiram Frakes observed a murder hearing in the Pineville, KY county courtroom 

presided over by one of the members of his church. The judge was faced with yet another case from a notorious 

section of the county - the Laurel Fork Valley - ruled by its own kind of law of fear and violence. When witnesses 

refused once more to place the blame for certain killings, the judge could take no more. In frustration, he told the 

residents to "go back to South America and kill yourselves off." 

    Moved by this incident, the Pineville Methodist pastor decided to shift his ministry toward these valley people. 

There were a few elementary schools of various quality but the nearest high school was 30 miles away. With no 

land or money, Rev. Frakes made the trek and shared his dream of providing education to all children with 

anyone who would listen. Incredibly, the people with a proud tradition of land ownership affirmed that dream. 

Uncle Scott Partin gave the first 16 acres, several others gave portions of their hold and Bill Henderson gave his 

entire 68 acres. Rev. Frakes went to his bishop, Theodore Henderson, laying the groundwork for financial support. 

Bertha Reil, a Deaconess and graduate of the Chicago Training School, heard about Rev. Frakes and came to serve 

as the first teacher of the new school. The cabin where she lived and taught remains a Settlement landmark. 

    Throughout our 100+ year history Henderson Settlement has focused on Christ-Centered Service to positively 

impact our local community. Programs have been developed to support all age groups and demographics 

physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually. While much of our historical support has come from Henderson 

Settlement’s affiliation with the United Methodist Church there has also been significant support from other 

denominations, colleges and individuals - along with local and national organizations that support non-profit 

agencies involved in community outreach. We welcome support and love-based participation from all across the 

country. 

    As both our world and community change and evolve - so do our programs and focus. The Settlement’s 

pioneering school gave way to Bell County’s public school system .Our Food Pantry was created to support many 

local families experiencing food security issues. New home builds took over where houses could no longer be 

repaired After-school tutoring and meals were developed to help our youth stay focused on their dreams. An 

aging apple orchard gave way to our Greenhouse and Community Garden programs.  

    One thing that has not changed over the years is the constant stream of volunteers who give freely of 

themselves and their own means to enable our outreach programs to continue positively impacting our 

community. To every church, youth group, college, business and individual who has shared in our outreach 

ministry - we cannot thank you enough for your contributions to our community. We look forward to many more 

years of changing lives in Laurel Fork Valley through Christ-Centered Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Henderson Settlement Program Metrics & Statistics for 2025 

 

Work Camp Projects: 87 campus and 149 community projects completed 

 

Volunteers In Missions: WC: 1,116 people/44,640 hours,  

       Volunteers: 157 people/16,560 hours 

 

Overnight Lodging: 165 total nights reserved 

 

Mommy & Me: 55 mothers & 73 children ages 1-3 came in monthly for diapers, clothes, medicine & car      

                 seats. Home visits were made to mothers unable to visit us for prenatal care and   

                 parenting skills classes.  

 

Senior Care: 650 meals were home delivered to seniors in 2024 

                       531 miles driven to get seniors to their doctor appointments 

 

Food Pantry: 3,048 Food Boxes impacting 6,685 individuals.  

            1,603 additional monthly Senior Commodity Boxes were delivered  

            to the 150 senior members who participate in this program 

 

Utilities: $4,096 spent for Community Aid to help with electric and water bills 

           

Thrift Store: 99,433 total items sold (plus misc free items for family emergencies) 

 

Family Emergencies: 20 families helped with emergency food boxes, personal hygiene supplies & clothing  

              from the Thrift Store 

 

Christmas Toy Program: 122 families w/274 children participated in our Toy Sale.  

 

Craft Shop: Total of $18,239 into our community thru locally crafted items  

                    Total of 2,091 Logo Merchandise items sold for a gross profit of $9,913  

 

Scholarships: $14,000 divided among 10 individuals who qualified for scholarships  

 

Tutoring/After School: Averaged 18 children per day w/1,664 staff hours invested  

 

Summer Rec/Youth Group: Averaged 50 children per day for the 9 week program w/3,240 staff hours invested 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Demographics of Henderson Settlement Service Area 

                      (Lower Laurel Fork Valley) 

 

  * Population: Approximately 8,000-10,000 residents 

  * Median Age: 41 years old 

  * Income: Median household income of $33,750 

  * Average worker earnings of $19,567 

  * Poverty Rate: 17% 

  * Housing: Median home value of $45,000 
. 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 


